
The MicDrop guide on  
how to kick sustainability goals  
at your next event!

1. Event Waste 2. Catering
•	 Use	mobile check-in apps	or	digital	check	in	

rather	than	paper	tickets	or	a	program.	Check	
out	Sprintr from AV1. 

•	 Email	event	information	and	registration	details	
rather	than	printing	them	out	and	posting	it	to	
delegates.

•	 Offer	digital	options	instead	of	a	goody	bag	
on	the	day	–	downloadable	freebies,	discount	
codes	and	e-tickets	are	great	options.

•	 Use	reusable	name	badges	and	request	they	
are	returned.	If	you	are	using	lanyards	think	
about	using	unbranded	lanyards	that	can	be	
reused	for	your	next	event.

•	 If	providing	your	own	catering	look	at	reduce	
your	food	wastage	making	sure	left	over	food	is	
donated.	Check	out	OzHarvest	who	will	rescue	
left	over	food	and	distribute	it	to	people	in	
need.

•	 Say	“no”	to	bottled	water	and	suggest	guests	
bring	along	a	water	bottle	and	use	the	free	
filtered	sparkling	or	chilled	water	in	house.

•	 Check	out	Globelet,	who	are	doing	a	great	
job	of	helping	events	and	festivals	produce	
#zerowaste.	We	got	a	cup	of	theirs	at	
TEDxSydney	2018	and	it	gets	used	every	single	
day	in	our	house!

•	 Use	reusable	utensils,	plates,	bowls	and	cups	
where	possible	or	get	people	to	bring	their	own,	
or	if	you	need	to	use	disposables	choose	100%	
biodegradable	catering	supplies	made	from	
renewable	materials.	Check	out	the	range		
at	Biopak.	

•	 Be	sure	to	use	local,	seasonal	produce	-	not	only	
does	it	taste	much	better,	but	it	will	drastically	
reduce	your	carbon	footprint	and	support	your	
local	producers.

Sustainability within the world of events is about reducing negative impacts on the 
environment and increasing positive impacts for guests, stakeholders and the wider 
community. It’s a wonderful goal, and one that we’re sure we would all like to routinely 
meet… However, events by their nature, do not often use sustainable practices and 
resources. For this reason, creating events with sustainability outcomes cannot be an 
afterthought and must be a core objective from the start of the planning process.

It’s time that we all get with the program and start making sustainable events a clear 
benchmark for the industry. To reach your goals and make your event as friendly to the 
environment as possible, it pays to start early and look at each aspect of your event and how 
its impact on the environment could be reduced. Areas such as fuel use, water, transport, 
marketing materials, catering, decorations, waste and recycling can all be reviewed.

We’ve picked four areas to focus on and give you some ideas of ways that you can reduce 
the footprint of your event and make it more sustainable.

https://www.eventbirdie.com/blog/five-fabulous-guest-check-in-apps-for-events
http://www.sprintrbyav1.com/
https://www.ozharvest.org/
https://www.globelet.com/
http://www.biopak.com.au/about/why-choose-us


•	 Partner	with	like-minded	and	local	suppliers	
who	want	to	keep	things	as	sustainable	as	
possible.	Make	this	one	of	the	questions	you	
ask	all	prospective	suppliers	and	look	out	for	
suppliers	and	venues	that	already	advertise	
their	credentials.

•	 Think	about	your	theming.	Ditch	the	balloons	
and	disposable	decorations,	and	go	with	
living	decorations.	If	you	are	using	cut	
flowers	ensure	they	are	reused	in	the	best	
ways	possible	–	donating	them	via	Forward 
Flowers	is	a	great	idea.

•	 Make	sure	you	know	where	your	supplies	are	
coming	from.	It’s	false	economy	to	give	away	
reusable	tote	bags	if	they	aren’t	fairly	made.	
Is	the	coffee	that	you’re	serving	Fair Trade	or	
Rain Forrest Alliance Certified?

•	 Transport	can	be	one	of	things	that	make	
your	event	footprint	skyrocket.	Think	about	
transport	and	how	guests	will	get	to	your	
event.	Encourage	public	transport	where	
possible	and	give	clear	options	to	delegates.

•	 Check	if	your	speakers	and	attendees	can	use	
technology	to	reduce	costs.	Many	events	are	
now	giving	hybrid	options	for	attendance	with	
elements	of	the	conference	online	rather	than	
face	to	face.

•	 Incentivise	carpooling	and	reward	guests	
for	green	practices.	Did	they	cycle?	Did	they	
arrive	by	public	transport?	Ask	delegates	to	
snap	their	journey	and	put	it	on	Instagram	
with	the	event	hashtag,	offer	a	reward	or	
incentive	for	delegates	doing	this	or	other	
sustainable	practices	(give	out	a	free	snack	
to	each	person	who	brought	their	own	water	
bottle	for	example).

Ever	pondered	the	amount	of	impact	an	event	has	when	considering	transport,	electricity,	laundry,	catering	
preparation,	air-conditioning	and	waste	facilities?	A	number	of	carbon	neutral	charities	like	CNCF	allow	
you	to	donate	funds	to	support	planting	native	trees	on	degraded	land	in	Australia.	Reforestation	projects	
sequester	carbon	whilst	helping	to	restore	the	landscape	and	conserve	the	natural	biodiversity.	

Looking	for	a	bigger	impact	and	turning	your	organisation	around	by	planting	X	trees	per	invoice	raised,	or	
each	Facebook	like,	then	check	out	carbonneutral.com.au

Reducing	the	environmental	impact	of	your	event	can	be	easier	than	you	think,	but	it	is	important	to	start	
early	so	you	can	get	your	suppliers	and	delegates	on	board.	And,	even	if	you	think	it’s	not	possible	to	make	
every	element	of	your	event	sustainable,	improving	even	a	few	elements	at	each	event	will	add	up	to	make	
a	difference.

Our	suggestions	above	are	only	the	tip	of	what’s	possible	in	reducing	the	impact	your	event	has	on	the	
environment.	Do	you	have	any	other	tips	for	making	events	more	sustainable?	Please	let	us	know	and	we	
can	all	work	together	to	create	a	more	sustainable	event	industry.	

Some of the tips & advice listed was proudly sourced by our friends at Event Birdie.

sprintrbyav1.com
ozharvest.org
biopak.com.au/about/why-choose-us
globelet.com
forwardflowers.com.au
fairtrade.com.au
rainforest-alliance.org
cncf.com.au
carbonneutral.com.au/plant-a-tree

3. Supplier Chain

Carbon Offset

Final note ...

4. Transport
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